
 

Cannabis Talking Points – Minn State Legislature 

Issue Two-pager: Your story – Connecting with your elected legislators 

“The Marijuana Middle” polling continuum.  Majority, bipartisan support for Adult-Use 

Legalization, but supermajority for medical cannabis.  Those in the gap are persuadable.    

 “Legalization:”  The “Tomato Model” vs “Beer & Wine Model” 

 “Decriminalization:” Removal of criminal laws making criminals, police state. 

 “Medical Cannabis:” Cannabis for medical treatment and care.   

Geographic Information Services | Who Represents Me? Find your State Legislators 

https://www.gis.leg.mn/iMaps/districts/  

1.  More Liberty:  "We are only incidentally talking about Marijuana. It’s actually about 

personal freedom." -Keith Stroup, 2016 

2.  More Public Safety, Less crime:  End the underground economy for marijuana.  

Unregulated, uncontrolled and unsafe, Prohibition laws cause real crime, create real criminals.  

Legalization must destroy the underground economy and its ills. 

3.  Regulation for Health, Safety and the Economy.  A regulated market can ensure affordable 

access for people with medical issues.  Regulated marijuana is tested for cannabinoids, and 

contaminants.  Money saved on criminal enforcement can reduce taxes or be better spent.  

Jobs & employment increase.  Tax revenues rise (illegal market is tax-free.) 

4.  Beer & Wine Model.  Minnesotans believe in equal rights, including to cannabis as to beer & 

wine.  After all, marijuana is safer.  Every year people overdose on energy drinks & alcohol, but 

not marijuana.  Beer & Wine Model is simple to explain.  Just drop the words “marijuana,” THC 

and “cannabis” into every law for beer & wine.  This includes: 

 Legalization for Responsible Adult Use, 21 and older (not just “recreational”) 

 Whole-plant raw cannabis and “the resinous form” (like beer, wine, liquor) 

 Home production, small batch (just like home beer brewing and winemaking) 

 Light regulation (Colorado over-regulation increased cost, underground survives) 

 Ceiling on tax rates – no more than tax on Beer & Wine (to destroy underground) 

 Civil rights, anti-discrimination, employment (THC vs metabolites, drug testing) 

5.  Disparate impact based on race.  The civil rights issue of our time: The same percentage 

rate of African-Americans use marijuana regularly as other ethnicities, but arrest rates in 

Hennepin County are 800% higher.  See, The War on Marijuana In Black & White, ACLU (2013).  

https://www.gis.leg.mn/iMaps/districts/
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6.  Democracy:  Gallup poll: Support for legalizing at 66%. Majority support across regional, age 

and political party groups.  A majority of Republicans support legal marijuana, 53%.  

https://news.gallup.com/poll/243908/two-three-americans-support-legalizing-marijuana.aspx 

7.  Responses to anti-talking points: 

 Teen use has not increased with legalization.  "Rates of marijuana use by teens have 

been of great interest to researchers over the past decade, given major social and 

legislative shifts around the drug. ... Fortunately, even as teens’ attitudes toward 

marijuana’s harms continue to relax, they are not showing corresponding increases in 

marijuana use."  National Institutes on Drug Abuse, December 17, 2018 press release 

 Crime rates have not increased with legalization, according to police.  "Using 2010 to 

2015 Uniform Crime Reports data, the research undertakes interrupted time-series 

analysis on the offenses known to be cleared by arrest to create monthly counts of 

violent and property crime clearance rate as well as disaggregated counts by crime type. 

Findings suggest no negative effects of legalization on crime clearance rates. 

Moreover, evidence suggests some crime clearance rates have improved. Our findings 

suggest legalization has resulted in improvements in some clearance rates."  Marijuana 

legalization and crime clearance rates: Testing proponent assertions in Colorado and 

Washington state, Police Quarterly, 2018 

 Prohibition laws create the underground marketplace.  But legal marijuana is a 

controlled market; destroys the illegal market gateway. 

 Marijuana DUI: “While alcohol concentration (BAC or BrAC) is an accurate 

measurement of alcohol impairment of driving, the presence of THC in the driver’s 

body has not been shown to be a reliable measure of marijuana impairment of 

driving.” Marijuana-Impaired Driving: A Report to Congress, NHTSA, July 2017.  So per 

se THC limits lack rational basis.  

 DUI:  Impaired Driving is a crime, regardless of the substance.  That will not change with 

regulation.  Also, the percentage of people who already use marijuana will not change 

with regulation.  Most are responsible adults in their use; that will not change.  Those 

who use marijuana, beer or wine irresponsibly should be prosecuted for DUI. 

 Reduction in Alcohol Abuse:  "Research firm Cowen & Company analyzed the state of 

the beer industry in Colorado, Oregon and Washington--states where both recreational 

weed is legal and craft beer has become popular. In those states, beer markets have 

"collectively underperformed" over the last two years, trailing behind beer sales around 

the country."  Time.com. "Legal weed is hurting the beer business." December 6, 2016 

Fact Sheets: Cannabis policy should be evidence based. So NORML has prepared fact sheets 

with the peer-reviewed science on the health and societal impacts of cannabis use, 

enforcement, and regulation.   https://norml.org/marijuana/fact-sheets/  

https://news.gallup.com/poll/243908/two-three-americans-support-legalizing-marijuana.aspx
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